
WHAT TEACHERS 
ARE SAYING ABOUT 
CHERIE:

“Paul McCormick ends his book on the 
recent history of the NSTU by saying, 
‘There is a debt owed to those who will 
work to further the teaching profession in 
the future, and likewise, an obligation due 
to those who have laboured in the past.’ 
This quote represents exactly why I am 
supporting Cherie Abriel. She is someone 
who recognizes our place in the struggle for 
quality public education and respect for 
teachers as a moment in history, building 
off the efforts of those who came before us, 
working together with others now, and 
fighting for a better future.”

- Drew Moore, Colchester-East Hants Local

“Throughout these very difficult years, 
Cherie’s passion for the advancement of 
teachers’ rights have been a calming force 
within the NSTU. While others have sought 
division and upheaval, Cherie’s dedication 
to public educators has remained collegial 
and above all, professional. Cherie’s 
commitment to teachers and knowledge of 
the job has taught us the importance of a 
representative that understands what it 
means to be a teacher in Nova Scotia.”

-  Lori MacKinnon, Provincial Executive, 
Digby-Shelburne-Yarmouth

“Cherie présente une voix ferme et calme. 
Elle est très vocale et passionnée lors des 
manifestations courantes ainsi qu e celles de 
l’an dernier dans sa région et à Halifax. Elle 
a plusieurs années d’expérience au NSTU 
avec une variété de rôles dans le syndicat 
qui lui seront indispensables en tant que 
future présidente du NSTU.”

-  Sue Lariviere Jenkins, 
Provincial Executive, CSANE

CONTACT CHERIE:
CEABRIEL@NSTU.CA

CHERIEABRIEL.CA

@ABRIELCHERIE
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 Coalition Clarity Courage

“The whole system of education is being force marched 
into drastic changes over the next few years. With Bill 82, 
government has effectively closed the door on any other 
options.” - Former NSTU Executive Director Ron Morrison (1993)

It was 1993. Cherie was working full time as a high school teacher, expecting her 
first child, and spending her evenings and weekends working to get a teacher into 
government to oppose John Savage and his Liberal government’s attacks on 
education. “I felt it was important and necessary to be part of a movement to raise 
issues around public education. I learned all aspects of campaigning - phoning for 
votes, going door-to-door for the first time, organizing community events, and 
finally, becoming the campaign’s Election Day Organizer to ensure we pulled the 
vote on election day,” Cherie says.

It was Cherie’s first foray into politics. “It inspired me with an understanding of 
how important it is to be part of a larger movement in order to ensure issues 
around public education and social justice are heard.” And while her candidate 
was not successful, Cherie met lifelong friends, and made connections which have 
helped her ensure that the issues she valued remain a priority for those who would 
become elected.

In her 29 years as a teacher, Cherie has spent more than 20 giving her voice to the 
concerns of her colleagues and students. She has experience as a school rep, local 
executive member, member of Regional Representative Council, Annual Council 
delegate, and Provincial Executive member. 

Over the past year and a half, Cherie has found herself once again standing in 
opposition to our provincial government’s attacks on education. What struck her 
then, and what strikes her now, is the power of collective voice and action. 
“Teachers have come together to knock on doors, march in rallies, speak at Law 
Amendments and tell our stories. It is only through these connections that we can 
keep pressure on government to create positive change for education.”

At this point in our history, we need a leader who can create a tipping point to 
move government in a positive direction. We need a leader who can create a shift 
and can get government onside with us. We can only do this by continuing the 
work we’ve started to create coalitions and build relationships in our local areas 
with parent and community groups, as well as local leaders.

“We must stand our ground against these attacks and this style of governance 
in order to protect and preserve quality public education for all areas of this 
province. We must also work together to support each other and speak as a 
collective, so that all parts of our province become stronger,” Cherie says. 

We have been here in this fight before and we find ourselves in this struggle again. 
We have won before, and we can win still, together. Let’s Rise Again!
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